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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 3056

Passed Legislature - 1998 Regul ar Session
St ate of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Commttee on Agriculture & Ecology (originally sponsored by
Representatives Chandler, Linville and Constantine)

Read first tine 02/ 05/98. Referred to Commttee on

AN ACT Rel ating to i nplenenting the recommendati ons of the on-site
wast ewater certification work group; adding a new section to chapter
70.05 RCW and creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW_ SECTI ON. Sec. 1. (1) The 1997 legislature directed the
departnent of health to convene a work group for the purpose of nmaking
recommendations to the legislature for the developnent of a
certification program for occupations related to on-site septic
systens, including those who punp, install, desi gn, perform
mai nt enance, inspect, or regulate on-site septic systens. The work
group was convened and studied issues relating to certification of
people enployed in these occupations, bonding |evels, and other
standards related to these occupations. |In addition, the work group
examned the application of a risk analysis pertaining to the
installation and maintenance of different types of septic systens in
different parts of the state. A witten report containing the work
group’s findings and reconmendati ons was submtted to the | egislature
as directed.
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(2) The |l egislature recogni zes that the recommendati ons of the work
group must be phased-in over a tinme period in order to develop the
necessary scope of work requirenents, know edge requirenents, public
protection requirenments, and other criteria for the upgradi ng of these
occupations. It is the intent of the legislature to start inplenenting
the work group’s recomrendati ons by focusing first on the occupations
that are considered to be the highest priority, and to address the
ot her occupational recomendations in subsequent sessions.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 2. (1) The departnent of licensing and the
departnment of health shall jointly convene an advisory commttee for
the purpose of developing legislation that will establish |icensing
requi renents for the designers of on-site septic systens, and a
proposed certification programfor inspectors of on-site septic systens
that tests the sanme know edge and conpetency required for |icensed
desi gners of on-site septic systens. The departnents shall devel op t he
| egi sl ation consistent with the findings and recommendati ons cont ai ned
inthe witten report devel oped by the on-site wastewater certification
wor k group. The proposed | egislation shall be submtted to the senate
agriculture and environnment commttee and t he house of representatives
agriculture and ecol ogy conmttee by Decenber 1, 1998.

(2) The departnent of licensing and the departnent of health shal
report on the tine frames and feasibility for devel oping proposed
| egi slation that inplements the other on-site wastewater certification
wor k group’s reconmendati ons by Decenber 1, 1998.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 70.05 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The departnent of health, in consultation and cooperation with
| ocal environnmental health officers, shall devel op a one-day course to
train local environnental health officers, health officers, and
environmental health specialists and technicians to address the
application of the waiver authority granted under RCW70. 05. 072 as wel |
as other existing statutory or regulatory flexibility for siting on-
site sewage systens.

(2) The training course shall include the follow ng topics:

(a) The statutory authority to grant waivers fromthe state on-site
sewage system rul es;
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(b) The regulatory framework for the application of on-site sewage
treatnent and disposal technologies, wth an enphasis on the
di fferences between rul es, standards, and gui dance. The course shal
include instruction on interpreting the intent of a rule rather than
the strict reading of the language of a rule, and also discuss the
l[itability assumed by a wunit of |ocal governnent when |ocal rules
policies, or practices deviate fromthe state adm nistrative code;

(c) The application of site evaluation and assessnent nethods to
mat ch the particul ar site and devel opnent plans with the on-site sewage
treatnent and di sposal technol ogy suitable to protect public health to
at least the level provided by state rule; and

(d) Instruction in the concept and application of mtigation
wai vers.

(3) The training course shall be nmade available to all | ocal health
departnents and districts in various locations in the state wthout
fee. Updated gui dance docunents and naterials shall be provided to al
partici pants, including exanples of the types of waivers and processes
that other jurisdictions in the region have granted and used. The
first training conducted under this section shall take place by June
30, 1999.

Passed the House February 10, 1998.

Passed the Senate February 27, 1998.

Approved by the Governor March 12, 1998.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State March 12, 1998.
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